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BY JOHN FEARN, M. D., OAKLAND, 


HYDRAMNIOS ‘signifies an excessive quantity of © the liquer 


amnii. This liquor contained in the .cavity of the amnion, ac- 


cording to a recent writer, “serves to isolate the various parts of 
the foetus; protects them from shock from without; facilitates 
their movements; prevents their compression; and also that of the 


cord, and maintains uniform expansion of the ovum. Finally 


during parturition it helps to dilate the os; lubricates the genitals; 
and renders manipulation more easy in case the aid of the ob- 
stetrician is called in. When this liquor is in excess, it may 
give rise to serious troubles, malpositions, which to rectify at full 
term may cause loss of life to either mother or child, or both. 


But I wish to call attention to some of the troubles to which. 
hydramnios gives rise during the period of gestation, having just 


had a case under continual observation. I will speak of troubles 
as I saw them, and remedies as I used them. 
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The first thing, and one which is very distressing to the 
patient, is the abnormal proportions of the abdomen; so much so 
that locomotion is seriously interfered with; when the patient is 
in the recumbent position it is difficult to rise, and sometimes 


quite difficult to sit down. For the relief of this, I have only to 


say, if the patient is of an indolent habit, there will be a dis- . 
position to take too much to the bed, and I would advise gentle 
exercise every day, and the use of the hot bath. 

The second difficulty, reflex headache. My case presented 
marked ‘signs of determination. Gelseminum was the remedy; 
and in one-fourth drop doses of specific gelseminum, it gave 


prompt relief; this remedy also controlled the feverishness that 
‘was so frequent. 


The third difficulty was frequent and scanty micturition ; ;_ very 
little was passed at a time but it was frequently passed. For this 
difficulty I prescribed infusion of “* galium aparine,”’ with nice 
results. | On two occasions | gave about forty gtts. of spir. nit. | 


dulcis ina little water,on retiring at night. This largely increased 
the volume of water and seemed to have a comforting general effect 


‘on the patient. 
. The fourth difficulty, and one which was very distressin g, was 


stomach trouble. The tongue would be clean; there was no evi- 


dence of foulness of the stomach, but almost every kind of food, 
especially of a starchy nature, seemed to turn to vinegar in the 


stomach, so that the diet became very limited indeed. Small 


doses of nux vom. were serviceable. Syr. rhei. et pot. in Zss 
doses was tried with some success, but on several occasions when 
everything else failed, the following BR. was given, with immediate 


reliei— 
B. bicarb., grs. xx. 


Spir. vini gallici., 31. 
Aqua, Zi. 


_ M. Sig.—Give in two doses ten or fifteen minutes apart. 

This ste acidity, checked vomiting, and helped gen- 
erally. 

The fifth difficulty was cedema; in theseventh and early portion of 
the eighth month the lower extremities became very much swollen. 
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coholic vapor baths were resorted to for relief in this difficulty ; 
they answered well and were continued once each oe till 
about three days before confinement. 


The sixth difficulty was pain—pains in the uterus, as though 


confinement were about to take place; pain in the ovaries, in 
this case very severe in left ovary; pain in rectum and bowels. 
As the ninth month commenced and ran along, this suffering was 


intensified. . Infusion of~-mitchella repens seemed to do good 


work, but as the ninth month wore away, the suffering at night 
was such that sleep was very much interfered with, and even 
when sleep was obtained, it was crowded with horrid dreams and 


the patient was unrefreshed on arising in the morning. - With all 


this physical suffering there began to be mental anxiety and 
gloomy forebodings. Torelieve this distress and procure sleep. I 
prescribed— 
BR. . Hydrate chloral, grs. 1xxx. 

Brom. pot., grs. xl. 

Heavy syrup, 3i. 
M. Sig. —zi just before retiring. 
What was the result? The pain and suffering were stayed. 


She slept a dreamless sleep and awoke cheerful and refreshed. It 


not only relieved suffering and produced sleep, but it acted as 
relaxant—as a gentle diaphoretic. The patient was bettered. in 


every way. The medicine was used every night till the end of — 


the term. It seemed not only to relieve present suffering, but it 
conserved the strength of the patient, and prepared the way for 
- parturition. In this case constipation was not a feature in the 
_ case. If the bowels were at all sluggish, a little gruel or a dose 
or two of syr. rhei. et pot. made everything right. 

The alcoholic sweats were very much enjoyed, and such was the 
relief from them that the patient looked forward to them with pleas- 
ure. When the waters at last broke, they seemed to break without 


pains and there was a steady running until the head became en- 
gaged, The water was in consistency, or at least a good portion | 
of it, much thicker and more slimy than I have ever seen it be- 


fore. The pains were for some time very ineffectual, as one might 
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I tested the patient’s urine for albumen and found none. Al 
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expect from almost parilpets of uterine fibers from long con- 
tinued over-distension. A few two-grain doses of quinine ‘soon 
changed this, and the labor was quickly accomplished. Another 
sequence of the over-distension was a very slow contraction of the 
uterus after its contents were expelled. | 

In conclusion, the suffering and difficulties I have enumerated 
under the above six heads, whether of the ovaries, bladder, 
rectum, stomach, or nervous system, can all be clearly laid to the’ | 


- abnormal size of the uterus, with its abnormal amount of liquor 
_ amnil, and its consequent pressure upon these contiguous organs. 


Pressure and encroachment were responsible directly for two- 
thirds of the trouble; the other third, was relex trouble from the 


“STILL MIXING THINGS.’ 


BY J. G. PIERCE, M. D. 


Messrs. Epirors: In the March number of: your journal is a 
communication from Professor Howe, under the head of 
‘Still Mixing Things.” The communication is aimed to be a 


friendly criticism of an article of mine, under the head of “Color- 


less Hydrastis.” I say that it is aimed to be, for my personal 


knowledge of his broad generosity and usual accuracy of state- 
ment forbids that I should think him capable of “ wounding but 
to heal.” With his criticisms of Polypharmacy in general, for 
scientific reasons, I am in entire accord. : 


Due credit cannot be given to a remedy | in a given ease if 
buried in a cloud with. others. And in practice, as a rule, I give 


_a single remedy for its known or reputed influence in certain. 


diseased conditions. But am fully convinced, with many years 
of careful experimentation, that adjuvants, if selected with refer- 


ence to their compatibility, and to increase or otherwise modify 


some characteristic energy of a leading remedy, may be safely 
and often profitably combined. Those. who are in possession of 


Professor Howe’s ‘‘ Art and Science of Surgery,” will find in the 


many formulas there, that I have excellent authority for thus be- 
lieving. I have in innumerable instances prescribed first, nux, 
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atti. 


bismuth, and other remedies alone for the conditions given in 
that article, and often with excellent results. But never with the 


uniformity and almost unvarying certainty that I have observed. 


by their combination (one or more) with Lloyd’s Hydrastis. 
“To know in what. particular hydrastis beats nux in a given 
morbid state, is what I have long desired to ascer tain—long 
sought, but never found.” | 3 


The influence of different drugs, in a given morbid state, can- 


not always be computed by dynamic laws. Nux, in point of 


energy in the direction of the nervous centers, is undoubtedly 
superior. But is that all the indication we expect to meet in a 

dyspeptic stomach ? However, I do not wish to discuss their 
: respective merits. I am much in love with both (that is, I love 


to give them to others), for I think them both valuable in condi- | 


tions appropriate to their individual or collective uses.~ The 


calcium light. is as dazzling and will stimulate contraction of the 


iris in a given stare, as rapidly as the sun ; but will not impart a 
pencil of colored light to the spectroscope, or a blush to a bleached 


potato vine. Why this difference, the science of photology I — 


believe has never explained. There is an ‘equal energy in a given 


‘space, yet animal and vegetable life will flourish in the genial © 
rays of one, an perish under the glare of tie other. Podophyl- 
lin or magnesia will excite peristaltic movement of the bowels; 


one with greater vim than the other, but that is no reason why 
the one less ene: getic is not a better remedy in certain cases than 
the other. Soft soap redolent with grease and putash dynamically 
is a success, but we do not wish to lose our scarf skin to get rid 


of the dirt. Sea Foam would smell Letter and answer the pur-— 


pose intended. As to the practice of “ mixing,” beans are down 


in our dietary tables, as possessing a greater amount of nutritious | 


substance to the square inch than anything else. Do the woods 
around Cincinnati resound with the praises of beans alone in 


their glory as a regulat diet, or do the little birds whisper that a 


slip of garlic has been thrown in asarelish? I have seen the 
professor write on the blackboard— | 


Syr. Hypophosphites. 
Liquor Potassa Ars. 
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Then talk eloquently of the anti-tuberculous fighting qualities of 
the mixture. Which of the “phites,” if either—or was it Ars. 


that took the scalp of Tub., while the other held his coat? If one 


was equal to the job, why should the gallant surgeon set onacrowd 


_ of deadly ruffians and complacently smile over the unequal contest? 


On page 537, “Art and Science of es we find for aaa 
ulcers of the mouth— 


‘RB. Camphor weber, Zi. 
Hydrochloric acid, gtt. iv. 
Sulph. quinine, grs. iv. 
Sig.—-A teaspoonful every hour. 


Locally, the following may be used— 
Water, 


Salicylic acid, boracic acid, aa. grs. iv. 


M. Sig. etc.” 
If the poor child had bund j in addition cholera infantum, would 


we have had written—inferentially—somethin g like the thousand- 


legged wonder of Warburg’s Tincture? I do not think that I 


have “squelched” the Professor by calling him “ another,”’ but it 


is well sometimes to call to mind the old squirrel story, and be- 
fore we go banging about too much, take a peep at our eyebrows. 

The only serious exceptions I take to the criticism is in his 
reference to an editorial of yours. He points the gun at me, 
that you had loaded with bread and milk, and had fired with 
deadly aim into a homeopath. If such a missile had been fired 
through me its exit probably would have had sufficient force to 


lay out the homeo., but I caer 4 object to being snuffed out by 
a ‘wind hall.” 


SOMETHING ABOUT ECLECTICISM, HOW TO 
DRINK MILK, CROCATA, ETC. 


LYMAN WATKINS, M. D. 


_ Eecxectics are not nihilistic medicos, who demand an equal 
division of therapeutical property. They are not red-shirted 
socialists, who are threatening to grasp regularism by the throat 
and force recognition, neither are they free-booters, who leave 

barren fields to forage in the luxuriant vegetation of others, and — 
steal their choicest fruits. 
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SOMETHING ABOUT ECLECTICISM. oS 


It is true that eclecticism claims to choose the best weapons 
with which to combat disease from every source. What system 


of medicine does not claim to use the best therapeutical means 


within its reach? It is manifestly the duty of everyone to. use 
the very best known to him. Who ever-heard of any school of 
medicine, or of any individual claiming to treat disease with mod- 
erately inefficient or with the worst remedies obtainable? But 
it would be vain egotism for any person or school to set up the 
claim that he or it had selected the best remedies for the treat- 


ment of disease, unless there was some law oy which this selec- 


tion was governed. 

_ For any school to select remedies at random, here and there, 
without rule or reason, and then. claim to be eclectic, because it 
had so selected, would simply subject it to just ridicule and con- 

tempt. There is no divine power of superior wisdom that de- 
scends upon the callow graduate of any school, the moment he 
receives his diploma, that enables him to select the best, 
unless he has some law to guide him. The claim that we are 
eclectics because we have selected, must be backed up with some- 
thing to show what has been our basis for selection. 

- Homeopathy is based upon the maxim so well known | as to 
hardly require repetition, “ Similia similibus curantur.” Ac- 


cording to this law the best remedy for a diseased condition would © 
be the agent that would most accurately produce the symptoms of 


that condition. Allopathy, to which none are so poor as to do 
homage now, was based upon the maxim, *‘ Vontraria contraris 
curantur,;” that is to say, a remedy which would produce 
symptoms contrary to those of the disease would cure it; and of 


course those who in bygone days practiced after this maxim, 


thought they were choosing the best, when they were using some 
contrary therapeutical measure. N ow-has eclecticism any rule or 
maxim, or has it any clear principle worthy of being called a 
corner-stone for the erection of a school of medicine? We an- 
swer, It has. After first asserting ‘‘that disease wherever met 
and in whatever form manifested, is an impairment of vitality ; 
that causes of disease are depressing, and whilst they exist, lower 
vital power” (Scudder), we naturally take for our maxim; 
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“ Vires vitales swstinere,” ‘Sustain the vital forces.” Ec- 
lecticism being based upon this law, the best remedy from our 
standpoint is one that will sustain nature and assist her inthrow- _ 
ing off. disease. | 
Thus we see that the eclectic school is not a fungus, deriving 
its support from the. oak of regularism, without contributing 
anything to sustain it, but is a thrifty tree, able to exist even if 
regularisi was to fall into decay. 
We have no quarrel with other schools of medicine; yi all we 
ask is equal rights. We are opposed to the doctrine of infalli- 
bility assumed by the regular school. The so-called regular pro- 
fession numbers in its ranks to-day more followers than all other 


schools of medicine combined. Their numerical strength gives 
them a spirit of intolerance and superiority, not warranted by 


their success in practice over that of other schools. There are 


many Christian gentlemen in the “ regular” fold earnestly en- 
_deavoring to benefit the human race, but they must not conclude 


that all outsiders are quacks and impostors, preying upon the 
invalid public. 

- We do not ask assistance or even recognition from the regular ie 
school of medicine; we are able to stand alone and sustain our- 
selves independently. But when we are attacked we will defend - 
ourselves; we are ready to cross swords at any time. _ Lay on, 
McDuff.” 

Politics and medicine are similar in some respects, inasmuch as 
it requires at least two parties to keep things straight. One 
party must watch the other, hold up its follies and mistakes to 


public view, and thus keep up a spirit of progress and reform. 


If there is no opposition, apathy, and degeneration occur. 
Eclecticism has come to stay, the spirit will live if the voice 
should be hushed by unjust and oppressive legislation. Free and 
independent thinkers are becoming more numerous and promi- 
nent every day, and it is in the direction of free thought and 
independence that the whole animus of eclecticism lies. 


HOW TO .DRINK MILK, 


It is sometimes amusing to see how-one medical journal will 
follow after another with some article copied from a leading pub- 
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lication without once questioning the truth or fallacy of it. There 
has lately been going the rounds a squib, which says that milk © 
should never be taken in good, long, delicious draughts, but should 


be sipped in small quantities slowly from the cup, because that is 
the way it is taken into the infant's stomach from the mother’s 
breast, and therefore each portion is acted upon by the gastric 
juices before the next arrives. Now that may all be true in re- 
gard to the tender infant’s undeveloped stomach. But to the 
robust, healthy man, whose stomach has passed the infantile 
stage, and who could almost digest a keg of nails, such instruc- 
tions are useless and almost laughable. - Why, we have seen the 

robust laborer drink®a quart of milk in a twinkling and smack 
- his lips for more, and there was never the least discomfort mani- 
fested. Man is not infantile; if he were so he would not only - 
have to take milk slowly ‘ind. in small quantities, but every aliz 
~ ment would require to be so taken. Go to! we have passed the 
infantile stage of puling digestion, 


CEN ANTHE CROCATA. 


Epilepsy is a disease so common and yet so little benefited oy 
treatment, that anything that offers the best prospect of benefit: ’ 


is eagerly sought after. Not long since, influenced by severak 
articles which appeared in the journals in regard to the efficacy 
of cenanthe crocata in this distressing complaint the specific tinct- 


ure was obtained from a reliable firm, and used in two cases. 

The first was that of a young girl, sixteen years of age, who had — 
been afflicted with epilepsy from childhood. The remedy was 
given faithfully and persistently for six months, strictly according 
to directions. No perceptible benefit was obtained, nor was the 


disease influenced in any way. The results were simply nil. 


The other case was that of a boy eight years of age, who had 
been subject to the complaint for two years, following an attack 


of scarlet fever. Nothing came of it although the medicine was 


given regularly for three months. (CEnanthe crocata did not 


affect the course of the disease in any way. The patient was 
neither better nor worse when the remedy was discontinued. In 
my hands it has so far been an ignominiouns failure. But the 


remedy will be given further trial when opportunity presents. 
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COMPOUND OXYGEN. 


The compound oxygen treatment for the cure of certain dis- 
eases, 1s beginning to attract some attention. Professor Lloyd 
says that oxygen is a gas that is colorless, odorless, and tasteless, 
and is that constituent of the atmosphere that supports life. We 
have then, no doubt, been using this oxygen from the beginning of 
animal creation, and would get along very poorly without it. 
But it seems strange that in’ this latter day this same oxygen 
should be patented. After a while some enterprising individual 
will take out letters patent upon the other constituents of the 
atmosphere, and we will be required to pay a royalty on the air 
we breathe: The old: adage, free as air, will have to be remodeled. 
‘Who dare say this is not a progressive age? But let us look into 
this matter a little. The compound oxygen is easily prepared 
and is,a good remedy, if the reports from reliable sources can be 
believed. Professor Lloyd thinks the so-called compound oxygen 
is not oxygen at all in its purity, but is the peroxide of oxygen, 
a well-known chemical substance. We have been using oxygen 
for a good many years, and found it in the combination of H,O 
almost indispensable to the processes of life. In the form of H,O 
it is very conducive to health when taken internally, and it is 
also very beneficial when applied to the entire surface of the body 
combined with that common, but little used remedy, sapo. But 
this H,O is a very old remedy, well known to everybody. 
'Medical men ignorant of the composition of secret remedies — 
_ rightly refuse to have anything to do with them. However we 
cannot cure disease without a liberal supply of oxygen, and in- 
deed without it life is impossible, and the supply is furnished 
without any assistance from us. A gas without which life is 
impossible certainly contains valuable qualities, and there can be 
no doubt but what this compound oxygen, so highly recommended 
by good authorities, is a great remedial agent. It is very likely 
vaunted or will be vaunted far beyond its real value. But this 
is only the natural history of every new remedy. ‘The compound 
_ oxygen comes to us surrounded by so much mystery that it seems 
one must become a wizard and go through various incantations 
before he can evolve from hidden sources the curative qualities 
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of this remedy. When it becomes shorn of its mystery, doubt- 
less much good to suffering humanity may come from it. We 
will await with interest for the results of the investigations 
which competent men are making in this direction, and hope that 
before many days the compound oxygen will be common property. 


TRITURATIONS. 


BY H. T. WEBSTER, M. D. 


SomE drugs are best administered in the form of triturations. 
Thorough sub-division of the particles of any agent, without 


doubt promotes its ready absorption, and the full display of its 


properties. If it be an agent of powerful nature, its thorough 


incorporation. with some bland vehicle is an excellent manner of | 
putting it in shape for convenient and safe dosage, rendering — 


accidental poisoning from the pocket-case out of the question. 
Triturations, moreover, are elegant preparations. They may be 
carried without danger of soiling the pocket-case or pocket. 


They are clean, attractive, and pleasant to the taste, and in this — 


day when the palate must be tickled as well as disease removed, 
this is no small matter. Triturations are convenient for office 
dispensing, also, and at the same time they save much trouble in 


keeping on hand a stock of vials, to say nothing of the expense. 
I do not believe that trituration adds anything to the drug in 


the way of dynamization, except the advantage of divisibility. 
The older homeopathists believed that every turn of the pestle 
imparted a new property to the drug, and that it acquired new 
potency as it was carried higher in the scale. But this doctrine 
has fallen through; is wsittiaa by the most earnest and sensible 
men in the homeopathic school. Hahnemann doubtless con- 


tained in his composition more or less of a tendency to supersti- 


tious credulity—nothing to be wondered at considering his time. 

Schussler, in his work. on the ‘ Biochemic Treatment of Dis- 
ease,” suggests that tissue remedies may be so finely sub-divided 
by trituration, as to be taken up by the nerve-sheaths of the 
sympathetic, which ramify through the mucous membrane of the 


mouth and - upper part of the throat, and proceeding to the 
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nearest ganglia, distributed to the diseased tissues through 
radiating branches, without entering the general circulation, at 


_teast a certain portion more rapidly and directly than would be 


the case if first taken into the blood. 

Rejecting all theories as regards any additional property to be 
derived from the process, except that of convenience, we may 
consider this sufficient to warrant the use of triturations in a 
large number of cases, and believe those of our readers who are 
not informed as to the manner of preparing them should know 
something about it. For while it may be more satisfactory to 
purchase them from the pharmacist, this is not always convenient, 
and it saves considerable expense to prepare the trituration 
needed from the potency next below in the scale. Rural practi- 
tioners, especially, will find it convenient to be fitted to prepare 
_ their own triturations, for valuable time is sometimes consumed — 
while waiting for the shipment of a package from the city, and 
- this class of agents cannot be found in many places outside the 


commercial centers. 


I do not believe that mathematical precision is essential to the 
successful use of a trituration. No doubt the J, of a grain of a - 
drug would produce very nearly or quite the same effect as the 
zoo Of a grain of the same ogee or perh. ips the ,4, nearly or 
quite the same effect as the ;,4,,. Perhaps too much sfress has 
been laid upon these matters, and that this tends to bring ridi- 
cule upon the whole process. The object being’to render the 


dose sufficiently minute to produce the desired effect, without 


disturbing the economy or part unpleasantly, we might employ 
some other scale of division besides the centesimal or decimal,’ 
but these are convenient, and not objectionable to any genuine 
eclectic because they have been employed by the homeopathists. 

-Hahnemann’s method of triturating remedies consisted, in his 
own words, as follows :— | 


“Of the pulverized substances you take one grain; mercury 
may be used in the liquid state; of petroleum you take one drop, 


instead of one grain. Put this grain into an unglazed porcelain 


mortar; then you take thirty-three grains of sugar’of milk and 
mix them with the drug by triturating the mass with some force 
for about six minutes by means of a porcelain pestle. Before 
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you triturate stir the mass for a little while with a spatula. 
Having triturated the mass, you stir it again for about four 
minutes, scraping up that part which covers the bottom of the 
porcelain mortar, and also that which adheres to the pestle; then 
you triturate again with greater force for six minutes, without, 
however, adding anything new. ‘This mass you scrape up again 
for four minutes, add another thirty-three grains of sugar of 
milk, stir the new compound for a while with the spatula, then 
triturate it for’ six minutes; scrape it up for four minutes; tritu- 
rate 16 agai) with great force for six minutes;scrape the mass up 
again for four minutes; then add the last thirty-three grains of | 

sugar of milk, and with this last added portion proceed as with Oe 

the two former. ‘This powder you inclose in a well-corked glass, jf 
and mark it with the name of the substance and the figure i | a | 
to show that this is the one-hundredth potency of the drug.”’ 


Some of the directions here seem needless, technical, and even 8 
whimsical, and without doubt are unnecessary for the preparing 
of a good trituration. The founder of homeopathy wished, 

probably, to guard against careless and slovenly manipulation, 
and the consequent presence of particles of the crude material — 
in the preparation, but this can be effected without devoting ex- 
actly four minutes to stirring and scraping, and six minutes to 
trituration for, two consecutive periods, after the addition of each 
third of the bulk of sugar of milk. Still, thirty-six minutes is 
not too much time to devote to the preparation of a trituration. 
Less would not insure thorough sub-division and incorporation. 

Where time is pienty an hour might well be occupied with each 
one. 

The decimal scale is the one commonly employed at the present — 

day in preparing triturations. One part by weight of the crude 

drug to nine of sugar of milk thoroughly triturated, constitutes — 
the first decimal; one part of the first to nine of sugar of milk, ~ 
the second; one part of the second to nine of sugar of asst the 
third, and so on as high as it is desired to go. 

If the quantity to be triturated is large, it would be well to 
add a third of the sugar of milk at a time, triturating after each 
addition for ten or fifteen minutes, according to the motion of the 
manipulator. Some persons will accomplish more in six minutes i 

than others in fifteen—depending upon the amount of ‘energy or 
the tension of the nervous system of. the triturator. 
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After the first trituration, it is not necessary to weigh the in- 
gredients for the higher triturations. These may be measured in 


a small graduated medicine tumbler or in a teaspoon near enough | 
for all practical purposes. As we have already stated, mathemati- 
cal precision is not important, so that there be something of a 


uniformity in the size of the dose, and it be minute enough to 
disturb molecular action in the diseased organism kindly. 

I would take, then, say a teaspoonful of the trituration to be 
carried up a step in the scale, put it in a clean mortar and add 


_ nine teaspoonfuls of the sugar of milk or other vehicle and trit- 
urate for thirty or forty minutes, scraping the sides of the mor- 
tar and the pestle frequently during that time; or, to insure more 


complete divisibility and incorporation, we may add three tea- 


spoonfuls of the vehicle to the first spoonful and triturate for a 
few minutes—ten or fifteen—then again add three teaspoonfuls — 
of the vehicle, again triturate, and thus continue until the nine 


have been added. At the end of this time the question will 
arise, Which insures the best trituration? Solve it if you can 


and take your choice. ae 


Sugar of milk is the vehicle usually employed for carrying 
drugs up through these processes. It possesses enough of the 
cohesive property to render it convenient for dispensing; is inert 
except as regards its nutritive properties, which are not objection- 
able, and pleasant to the taste. But sometimes it is not con- 


venient for rural practitioners to obtain this article, and some 
-more common vehicle must be employed. Cane sugar would 
answer this purpose were it not that it absorbs a. modicum of 
moisture from the atmosphere, and when the physician needs his. 
trituration for use, it may be found adhered into a firm mass. 


This objection may be easily remedied, however, by the addition 
of a half as much powdered starch by bulk or weight. Powdered | 


-saccharum alba and culinary or laundry starch are combined in 


these proportions and thoroughly incorporated. To accomplish 
the thorough mixing the articles may be put into the mortar and 
triturated—thereafter to be _piaee? | ina jar for future use asa 
vehicle. 
I would not advise the reader to begin with his crude drug 
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and carry.it up if he can obtain a lower trituration of the de- 


sired agent with little trouble. 


sive when purchased at a pharmacy, but the accumulation of 
packages of the different attenuations, to say nothing of the labor, 
would be enormous if many were used and each one brought up 
through a nuthber of steps. The preferable plan is the purchase 
of an ounce of the trituration next lower than that usually em- 
ployed, and when the supply jar becomes exhausted, it can be 


replenished by a dry a teaspoonful of the lower attenuation 
up one step. | 


There is no call for straining a point by devoting a mortar and 
pestle to each drug. Pharmacists would fain have us believe 
that the preparation of these articles calls for an expensive para-— 


phernalia. Water, if properly and rationally applied, and a clean 


drying cloth be used, will cleanse the single mortar effectively 


after the preparation of each trituration. The mortar and pestle 


should be proportionate in size, the mortar being large enough 4 
to contain the mixture safe from spilling when the pestle is vig- 


orously m nanipulated. 


. PATENT MEDICINES. 


BY G. P. BISSELL, M. D.. 


Epitor JournaL: In the March number, under the heading, 
“Let Us Pull Together,” a pharmacist states an evil which 
needs rectifying, but does not seem to me to propose an adequate 
remedy. Perhaps the plan that I propose would be no better. 
It is this:— 

There are many non-secret by 
‘the proprietors, useful. as vehicles for medicines, and of them- 
selves meeting many indications which one could sometimes 
prescribe. Now let the physicians refuse to send any BR. what- 
— ever to a druggist who sells any patent medicine, and let the 


druggist refuse to have on sale any such preparation, and the 
public would soon learn that they could get as good non-secret 


medicines for their ailments, as they now get in patent medicines- 


Such a course would entail very little, if any, loss on druggists. 


These preparations are expen- 
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It would simply relegate patent medicines to grocery stores for 


awhile; until the very degradation in scale of places of sale would. 
play them out. Then Warner’s Safe Cure would be forced: to 
take its place alongside of potatoes and cabbage. 

But druggists will not do this. They have no eare as to effects 
of medicines. All they care for is amount of sales. Therefore 
the final remedy liesin the handsof physicians. Let each dispense 
his own prescriptions. Or where it can be done, as in cities, let 
them combine, and have a dispensary of their own, and rigidly 


adhere to the rule never to give a prescription to be filled by a 


druggist who: sells patent medicine. This T think would cure 
the evil. | 


THE QUALITY ¢ OF DRUGS. 


BY H. T. WEBSTER, M. D. 


THE reader: seataiacan with me that in the matter of drugs, as 


well as in many other respects, there is very little in a name. 


A number of years ago, while practicing in an out-of-the-way - 


stage town in Missouri, I needed some gelsemium, and desired it — 
very much. My vial of special preparation was exhausted, and 


the only recourse was to apply at the village drug store. Sure 
enough, the apothecary had “Tinct. Gelsemium,”’ duly labeled, on 

his shelves, and an ounce was procured, and the remedy admin-. 
istered, but with no response. A larger dose was given, but 
still no effect was manifest, and I found, upon actual trial, that 


a full teaspoonful failed to produce any of the influence of active 


tincture of gelsemium. The tincture had been made, as I learned 
subsequently, of the dried root, and the druggist could afford no 
idea of the age of the crude article. It had been in his own shop | 


several years before the tincture was prepared. This is a single 
instance of a great number of unsatisfactory results which have fol- 


lowed the administration of drugs of questionable source within the 
past eighteen years, and I am confident my experience has been but 
a parallel to that of the majority of my readers. We get, in 
time, So we dislike to trust a remedy unless we know the source 
is reliable. The assurance of the druggist: as to the qualities of 
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a drug, amount to little, for he is usually unqualified, except to 


declare that the processes of manufacture have been legitimately 
carried out. No one not positively knowing the age of the crude 
material, is competent to say that a pharmaceutical preparation 
contains the active principles of the drug it represents, unless 
said material is of an imperishable character, and this: cannot be 
said of crude organic products. 

There is no wonder that the average regular has so little 
faith in indigenous remedies—that he confines himself to a very 
small group of agents, and these principally chemicals of the 
kind that cannot deteriorate with age. Who has not whiffed the 
“musty odors of an old-fashioned blue pill doctor-shop. — The most 
unreliable place in the world to purchase a preparation of a 

vegetable remedy, is a drug store patronized exclusively by 
‘regular ” physicians. Go to such a place and order tincture of 
aconite or cimicifuga, or any other tincture of a perishable arti- 
cle, and you may get a good drug, and you may not. The 
chances are you will be disappointed. The stuff may have 
the color, the odor, and, possibly, the taste, but the chances are 
that your patient: will fail to improve under its influence, as you 
have a right to expect. The material was old and musty, per- — 
haps, before the tincture was made, and was as innocent of medic- 
inal principle as the most inert substance in the world, or, possibly, 
the fluid may have been made of a poor fluid extract, by adding 
one part to fifteen of alcohol. I may be late in the day in mak- 
ing these accusations. Old school physicians, near the centers of 
medical learning, are waking up to the importance of reliable 
drugs, but the country cousin is still a hundred yeirs behind the 
times in this respect. 

The successful practitioner of medicine is on the alert to know 
what quality of remedy his patient is taking. He realizes the 


— 


unreliability of the general drug market, in many respects, and 
demands that his prescriptions shall be filled with the prepara- : i | 
tions of some well-known, well-tried, and reliable firm. There : i 4 
are a number of these houses in the United States, and prepara- ' a 
tions bearing their labels, if genuine, may be depended upon. ay i 


Druggists are usually honest; however, sometimes we may rea- 
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sonably suspect they have substituted their own or some other 
cheap article. There is a class of goods that are imperishable, as 
the alkaloids and various mineral salts, etc., but these, if ex- 
peusive, may be adulterated, until a given quantity represents less 
than half the ordinary strength, 
I have never found any of the vegetable remedies in a more 
reliable form than a tincture, prepared from the fresh material, 
in the proportion of a Troy pound to the pint of menstruum, 
bruised and covered with alcohol the same day it is gathered. 
This represeuts the most refined pharmacy, for it succeeds in pre- 
serving the property of the agent complete, without permitting 
the escape ot any of the volatile princi;les—something sure to 
occur if the agent be dried and stored tor even a brief space of 
time. Some agents deteriorate materially, even during the short 
process of drying. In a country practice of fourteen years, 
where indigenous remedies were numerous and abundant, I pre- 
pared many of my medicines in this manner, and was never dis- 
appointed in the effects of a drug thus obtained. 
In gathering plants for wedicinal purposes, it should be borne 
in mind that the most vigorous, healthy ones should be selected 
from situations in which they tend to grow spontaneously. Wild 
plants are better than cultivated ones, for they select a spot best 
adapted to a full development of all their qualities. A plant 
which flourishes best in a bright, sunny place on dry ground, 
should not be employed if found i in a damp, shady spot. Neither 
should they be gathered when wet with rain or dew, but under | 
the sunshine, when rays of light are contributing to active 
changes in their tissues. During blossoming time the plant con- | 
tains the most active qualities. “Flowers should be gathered as 
soon as they open; berries, fruits, and seeds, when fully ripe; 

bulbs, as soon as mature, and the leaves begin to decay; barks, 
late in the autumn; roots of perennial plants, in the autumn 
after the leaves have fallen, or in the spring before they start; 
those from biennials, in the spring or fall of the second year ; 
from annuals, just before the seeds ripen. 

The great point to be impressed is the necessity of caution 
against the obtaining of a poor agent. When the medical pro- 
fession becomes completely and fully awake on this subject—and 

it is no new one—there will be no demand for poor drugs, no 
opportunity for their substitution, and they will not be in the 
market. But as long as a certain class of practitioners adminis- 
ter huge doses of crude drugs to their patients, without stopping 
to inquire as to their quality, so long those who follow more of 

a system of retinement in therapeutics must be on their guard 

against uureliable preparations. 
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SELECTIONS. 


RETROSPECTIVE THERAPEUTICS. 


Nitrate oF SanauinaR1A—lIs obtained from the root of the 


sanguinaria canadensis in the form of a fine reddish-brown 


powder, having a pungent, acrid, and bitter taste. When applied 
to delicate mucous surfaces, it acts as an escharotic. If mois- 


-tened and applied to the skin, it will in a short time cause the 


formation of pustules. 
Partial provings reported by Dr. William Owens in the Hah- 


nemannian Monthly for October, 1886, show that this drug pro- 


duces very marked catarrhal symptoms, with acrid, sore and 


burning sensations in chest and air- -passages. Several cases of 
severe, acute, and chronic naso -pharyngeal catarrh are related, in 


which the same remedy, in the third and sixth decimal tritura- 
tions, was promptly curative. It proved very useful, also, in the 
treatment of hay-fever. A leading symptom indicating its use, 
was a Sensation as if a veil were drawn across the upper part of 


the face, the patient continually making an effort to remove it by 
brushing it away. In another case, there was a similar sensation 


of cobwebs across the nose. ag 


Arcentum Nit.—The use of argentum nit. in diseases of the 


central nervous system, where sclerosis is the pathological change, 
is becoming more and more approved. This drug is applicable to 


such diseases of the nervous system as terminate in sclerosis, 


while plumbum is indicated where there is a primary destruction 
of the nerve cells, either by softening or atrophy. In ‘simple 
paraplegia from exhaustion, it has been’ found of signal service, 
and it has cured this condition when resulting from concussion 
or alcoholic excess, and also hysterical and diphtheritic paralysis. 


CHELIDoNIUM—Has caused very striking symptoms of des- 


quamative nephritis, besides the general phenomena of renal irri- 
tation. An examination of the urine in one case, showed the 
presence of cylindrical casts with epithelial cells. The mischief 
in this case was so considerable that cedematous swellings of the 
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extremities occurred. The relation of ‘chelidonium to pneumonia 
here becomes important, because of the frequent occurrence of 
this inflammation as a complication of tubal nephritis in children. 
Dr. Buchmann gives one case of cure of chronic renal disease by 
this medicine. 
Baptisia Tinctor1a—Acts upon the blood, nervous system, 
mucous membranes, and upon the sympathetic nervous system. 
its value as a fever remedy is well understood. Its value asa 
brain remedy is not half known. From the loud delirium of 
acute mania to the abject silence of melancholia with stupor, it 
works with a master hand. It may be used with excellent ven- - 
efit in all cases where there is rapid and profound physical degen- 
eration simulating the typhoid state, and where the patient is 
wild, restless, anxious, hurried, and striving to overcome what he 
believes to be his own physical solution of continuity, or, in 
other words, where “he cannot get himself together.” _ Again, 
the baptisia patient sinks into a mental condition, where there is 
. __ _Indisposition or inability to carry on any mental operation what- 
| ever. The patient appears sad, unhappy, and in the depths of 
despair. In many cases of puerperal mania, of acute mania and | 
acute melancholia, following excessive toil, worry, and shock, 
patients inay be greatly relieved and sometimes cured by the use 
of baptisia. Blood-rot, if such a term may be used, is a charac- 
teristic of baptisia. 
Dierra.is.—In very large doses, digitalis deranges the stomach 
_and bowels. The active principle, digitalinum or digitalin, is 
composed of four bodies, viz., digitalin proper, insoluble in water; 
. second, digitalein, very soluble in water; third, digitoxin, insolu- 
ble in water; fourth, digitonin, probably identical with saponin, 
the active principle of senega. Digitalein seems to possess the 
properties of both digitalin and digitonin. Digitoxin is about 
seven times stronger than any other constituent, and is the mus- 
cular depressant of digitalis, but as itis hard to dissolve, it is 
not used. Large doses of digitalis greatly depress the action of 
the heart. But, given in small doses, it acts as a heart tonic. 
In fatal cases of poisoning by digitalis, the heart’s action becomes 
more and more feeble, infrequent and weak, from the failure of 
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the ganglia and hypocardium, and death takes place from arrest 
of the heart in diastole. There may occur headache, giddiness, 
dim vision, etc., induced even by medical doses in some cases. 


And there may also arise faintness, depression, nausea, and even. 


vomiting, from medium as well as from large doses in some in- 
dividuals, In small doses digitalis acts well in certain diseases 
‘of the heart, where the muscular’ structure of that organ fails, 
so that.its force is much lessened, and it thereby fails to empty 


its cavities and to sufficiently fill the arteries and perfectly empty 
the veins, and thus the blood accumulates behind the seat of the 


disease. This condition is known by cardiac distress and pain; 


a small, weak, and sometimes. irregular pulse ; distension of the 
veins, hemorrhage, dropsy, and very frequently by congestion of 


the lungs with dyspnea, It is in primary disease of the walls 
of the heart, as in chronic myocarditis or pericarditis, and endo- 
carditis, occurring after scarlatina, or in acute rheumatism, that 


digitalis displays its greatest medicinal powers. In fatty degenera- 
tion it should not be given. In functional or nervous palpitation, | 


with pain or irregularity of action, with debility and indigestion, 
digitalis is of much value. There are some cases of reflex irrita- 


tion from gastric disorder, where digitalis will do good. service in 


small doses. 


has been recommended as sub- 
stitute for stimulants in the alcohol habit. One or two drops of © 
a one per cent solution has as stimulating effects as at least an 


- ounce of brandy, and its effect is far more prompt. Moreover, 
it creates no desire for more stimulants. It is contra -indivated 
when there is cerebral congestion. 

On tHE Suscurangzous UsE OF ERGOTININE IN DIABETES 


AND. ALBUMINURIA.—A. Dehenne Med. 1, 1886) 


claims to demonstrate: 


1. That ergotine, ergotinine, litany will cause the 


temporary and often the permanent disappearance of the gly- 


cosurla, polydipsia, polyuria, emaciation, and weakness of dia- 
betes. 


2. That these symptdms disappear in a regular order; the 
polyuria and polydipsia disappear after five to eight injections, 
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the glycosuria lessens after the second or third eT and dis- 
appears after the tenth or twelfth. 
3. That the glycosuria bitintiess if the treatment be stopped 
too suddenly. 
4. That the disappearance is permanent after six or eight 
weeks of treatment. : 
5. That the injections are entirely harmless. 
6. That by this treatment diabetics can be prepaced for any 
surgical operation, particularly cataract. 
7. The freedom of this treatment from digestive disturbances. 
He injects six to ten drops, sometimes more, daily. — 
Coroin.— This is extracted from coto, a plant found in Bolivia. 


e 


Iti is exhibited in the dose of two or three grains for adults, with 


markedly favorable results in tuberculous and various other forms 


of diarrhea. Coto may be given in powder in the form of an — 


alcoholic extract, or as a tincture. The following are ‘set down — 
by Dr. ExM. Hale as trustworthy indications for this unproved _ 


remedy: Commencing with acute coryza (in which ars. iod. was 
specific), this catarrhal trouble extended to the stomach and bow- 


els. There was violent vomiting, great thirst, watery diarrhea, 
with tormina and tenesmus. Arsenic and veratrum, and some-_ 


times croton tig., sufficed in the majority of cases, but in some 


children the diarrhea assumed a peculiar and obstinate character. 
There would occur one or two profuse discharges in the morning; 


then none until 4 to 6, p. M., when three or four evacuations oc- 
curred, profuse, grayish-white, very watery, offensive, pouring 


away with wind. None at night. Little or no pain, but con- 


siderable thirst. Stools almost involuntary. China and iris v. 
| proved useless. Cotoin, 2x, 5 grs., in half a glass of water, a 


spoonful every hour, promptly arrested every case. 
EprpHeGus (beech drops, cancer root).—This plant causes 


‘severe pain in forehead with fullness; dull, heavy pain, becom- 


ing more severe; tight feeling of scalp; blurred vision; eyes 
smart; makes wrong letters and uses wrong words; nausea and 
general languor; almost constant desire to spit; saliva viscid; 
worse by rising and going about, and always better by rest in a 


supine position and by sleep. The kind of cases in which 
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it proves beneficial are those who bring on the headache ly any 
unusual demand upon the system. Undoubtedly it is the head- 
ache of nervous exhaustion, as rest or sleep invariably brings 
relief. For bilious headaches, or those due to menstrual troubles, 


it is not reliable. A thorough proving of the remedy is needed, — 
without doubt, it will be valuable in other cases where neu- 
rasthenia lurks at the bottom of the trouble or complicates it. ae } 
CampHor.—-In camphor (according to Dr. A. W. Woodward) | q 
we have a remedy of unequaled potency in overcoming those ee | | 
dangerous conditions of hyperpyrexia in which the axillary tem- : elt 
peraturerises above 105°, especially when the bath is not well e | 
borne. Extreme variations, either above or ‘below the normal, 4 
are the key-note for this remedy. In dealing with fevers in Rit 


which the temperatures are dangerously high, we must give full 
doses to accomplish favorable results. On the other hand, 
- itis equally true that conditions characterized by coldness and : 
collapse will not bear such sever: medication. As a rule, — ee 
the chill stage that requires camphor is best overcome by the 2x, oye 
or, possibly, 1x dilution. Camphor has been found curative in 
headaches, when the leading indication was coldness, or cold — 
sweats, attended by faintness, sinking about the heart, and great 
debility. It has been used successfully in recent colds with con- 
stant chilliness, headache, bone pains, and debility, and thirst 
not marked. It is curative in syneope when attended by pallid, 
blanched countenance, insensibility, and paralytic debility. It is 
curat.ve in diarrheas where the dejections are small in quantity, 
yet attended by great coldness, sweats, faintness, fear of death, 
and alarming prostration, as in cholera. In short, the chief con-. 
-comitant disorder ‘guiding us to the administration of camphor, 
whether the ailment be febrile or non-febrile, is a profound dis- 
turbance of the vaso-motor nervous system, associated with a 
- greatly embarrassed respiration or weak heart. Together with 
these phenomena, there will be found considerable derangement 
of the cerebral functions, and increasing depression or excitement 
of the spinal nervous system and digestive organs. In the event 
of one of these members being the seat of the disease, these . 
- other indications still serve as concomitant guides for the use of 
this remedy. 
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O1t oF SassaFras.—Oil of sassafras has been stated to work 
most admirably in severe cases of diphtheria. Recent investiga- 
tions into the therapeutics of this‘old remedy seem to show that | 
it possesses much value in this and allied disorders. It is a 
nerve sedative of much value, an excellent sleep producer, and in 
large doses a narcotic. In large doses it produces muscular 

spasm. A case is reported in the Jour. Am. Med. Asso., for 
January, 1886, of a boy who was severely poisoned by its use. 
It has been long used to. ‘procure abortion, as its effect upon 
the uterus as an oxytonic is quite specific. Dr. Miller, in the 
Va. Med. Monthly, velates several persistent cases of neuralgia 
cured by it. He says that its first effect is that of exhilaration. 
It produces a contented, happy state of mind, soothes pain, brings 
quiet and rest. This agent is probably especially applicable to 
hysterical women, and to overcome mental depression and melan- 
choly. | 

Nirrire or Soprum. —Sodium nitrite has been employed by 
Dr. Ludwig Schweinberg with success in moderately severe cases — 
of angina pectoris. He has also used it with favorable results 
in a case: of hysteric asthma, and in one of dyspeptic asthma. 
Ina case of trigeminal neuralgia it produced marked improve-_ 
ment. The method of employment was to dissolve 4 gram 
(74 grains) of sodium nitrite in 150° grams (64 ounces) of 
water, of which three to four tablespoonfuls could be taken daily. 

Catcium CuLoripe.—Dr. Arthur Davies, in the Practitioner, 
January, 1886, says that he believes this drug to be of the high- | 
est value in the treatment of scrofulous (glandular) indurdtions, 
especially in chronic enlargements of the lymphatic glands of the 
neck, with a similar condition of the parotid and submaxillary 
glands. He quotes Dr. Warburton Begbie as saying: It is in 
my power to assert that many instances of great enlargement of 
the cervical glands have yielded to its use. The dose is from ten 
to twenty grains, given in solutions thrice daily. It requires to 
_be taken for long periods in some cases, and he finds it to fail 
entirely in those cases of scrofulous diathesis where suppuration — 

. has already commenced. The drug is intensely hygroscopic, and 
the lower homeopathic triturations will become moist if access of 
alr is allowed. 
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Capsicum.—Capsicum has been largely used in ophthalmic 
practice. 


junctivitis as are usually treated with nitrate of silver, and from 
his own experience finds it an excellent remedy. Dr. Mannior’s 
favorite for amaurosis was one drop of an infusion of capsicum 
(gr. 3 to the ounce) to be dropped into the eye night and morn- 
ing ; but latterly it is seldom so used. Dr. Patron claims the 
merit of first recommending capsicum for dysentery. For malig- 


nant sore in the West Indies, a favorite remedy is a decoction of. 


capsicum and common salt, to which, when cold, some vinegar is 


added. The late Dr. Graves used a gargle of capsicum for 


chronic hoarseness of growing boys. Its use: in intermittent 
fever is ascribed to Bergius by Woodville. It has been recom- 
mended as a remedy for seasickness in teaspoonful doses. But 
perhaps its most valuable property is its action in deliriim tre- 
mens, for which it was recommended in 1866 by Dr. Lyons. 
PHELLANDRIA. 
fresh attention, and is said to be a most valuable agent in treat- 
ing various affections of the chest characterized by excessive 


cough, whether dry or attended with expectoration. Its action 


appears to be of a sedative as well as of an alterative and 
strengthening kind. Narcotism is not produced by its adminis- 


tration. 
phthisis. 
landria in a concentrated form. 

SANTONATE OF CaLcruM.—Fhis agent is a tasteless powder, 
almost insoluble in water, and to these properties may be attrib- 


It appears to have a special action against pulmonary 


uted the facts that it 1s more efficient as a vermifuge than santonin, 


and is less apt to be expelled by vomiting. 
SimuLo.—This remedy is undoubtedly of very great value in 


the treatment of many nerve disorders. A pliysician in Peru 


has treated with it several cases of epilepsy with positive and 


permanent cures. 
results. 
therapeutics not filled by any other agent. 

Morruvoi.—<According to the Gazette, this sub- 


In hysterical cases he has obtained excellent 


Dr. Patron, of Lima, recommends a weak infusion of 
the fruit (gr. 2 to the ounce) as a collyrium in such forms of con- | 


—In England this ancient remedy has received 


The most acceptable preparation is the syrup of phel- 


It is believed that it will ultimately occupy @ place in 
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_ from three to fifteen grains every two to six hours. 
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stance, the active principle of cod liver oil, was first isolated by 
Chapoteau. It appears in the form of crystals, having an aro- 
. matic odor and a sharp, bitter taste. It is administered most 
conveniently in capsules, three drops representing a drachm of. 
the oil. Morrhuol does not cause nausea, but rather improves 
the appetite. It is highly recommended in early tuberculosis, 
scrofula and rickets. 
Ureruan.—Dr. J. 8. Jewell, after investigating urethan asa 
hypnotic, finds that it is an efficient hypnotic, but not always as 
certain as chloral hydrate. The dose is from ten to thirty grains. 
It is especially valuable in convulsive disorders of children, and 
in allaying nervousness. In these cases the dose should vary 


He believes it to be preferable in most cases to chloral hydrate, 
croton chloral or hypnone, on account of the slightness of its ef- 
fect in depressing or exhausting the nervo-vascular apparatus. 

CimaBa Crpron.—If the truth is reported, this will prove‘an 
invaluable remedy. Dr. Geo. Vallant was called to attend a boy 
who had bgen bitten by a mad dog. There were present all the — 

_premonitory symptoms of hydrophobia. The doctor immediately 
administered one drachm of cedron. In a short time the patient 
became quiet, and the symptoms subsided. The next morning 
the boy was conscious and quiet, with no signs of nerve exhaus- 
tion. The doctor treated a young lady with cedron who had been 
bitten by her-pet dog, and exhibited the symptoms of hydropho- 
bia unmistakably. Complete recovery resulted in this case also. 
_ Guaco.—Dr. Eduardo Fornias, in his lecture on exotic drugs, 
states that guaco when taken in appreciable doses produces a 
copious, corrosive, putrid leucorrhea which debilitates the patient 
very much. The patient reports that she sometimes felt as if 
fire was running out of her parts, and that the inside of her 
thighs was materially tanned and her clothing always stained 
yellow. She complained also of a terrible itching and smarting, | 
especially at night. Before she took the drug she never suffered 
from any of these symptoms. 

Frerrum Iopipum.—Dr. Isaac Smedley, of Philadelphia (Hah- 

nemannian Monthly), draws attention to the usefulness of the 
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iodide of iron in uterine displacements. In doing so he refers to 


papers by Dr. Preston, of Rhode Island, published in 1850, and 


again inthe British Journal of Homeopathy, in 1867. The late — 


Dr. Farrington superintended some provings of it, and the most 
prominent uterine symptoms evoked during them were:— 


Bearing down pains in the-pelvis, with feeling as though the 


uterus descended so as to be pushed up when sitting. -. 
Starchy leucorrhea. 


Pressure in the rectum. 
-Menstruations more painful than usual. 
With these symptoms present in cases of enlarged sub-invo- 


luted uterus, in retroversion and prolapsus, Dr. Smedley has 


found the third decimal trituration give great and often perma- 
nent relief. 


Prycuotis Asowav. _The seeds of this Tdian plant, accord- 
ing to Le Progres, Feb. 20, 1886, possess marked carminative 


_ properties, combining the stimulating effects of capsicum with the> 


antispasmodic action of asafetida. The drug is very useful in the 


treatment of dipsomania. The officinal preparations are the 


ethereal oil and a watery extract. —Alfred K, Hills, in New Y ork 
Medical Times. 


ON THE TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS BY 


THE INJECTION OF CARBOLIC ACID. 


In the last paragraph of one of the shapiere of Mr. Watson 
Cheyne’s book on “Antiseptic Surgery ’’ some short but very 


valuable instructions are given regarding the treatment for 


the radical cure of varicose veins by the injection of pure 
-earbolic acid. I have treated within the last two years 


and a half eight cases (some of considerable severity) by the 


method Mr. Cheyne describes, with the most desirable results 
and with no ill effect whatever. Under the circumstances it 


may, perhaps, be worth while to draw renewed attention to the | 
-very simple and effective means referred to for the removal of 


this troublesome complaint. 
The treatment consists in the injection of one minim of pure car- 
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bolic acid at different situations into the enlarged veins, having 
previously cut off the circulation from the limb by means of an 
elastic bandage placed above the highest peint of puncture. For 
the latter purpose the tube of an Esmarch’s apparatus is best, 
but a Martin’s bandage or two or three yards of elastic webbing 
will do excellently. Before operating the patient should be di- 
rected to stand erect or to sit on the edge of his bed with his 
heels on. the floor for about two minutes in order to allow the 
veins to become distended. The Esmarch tube should then be 
passed round the thigh one and a half times, sufficiently tig ght to 
stop the superficial venous circulation, and a little time (about a 
minute) given for the vessels to become well filled below it, the 
remainder of the tube being then applied so as to cut off all cir- 
culation from the limb. Injections of pure carbolic acid, one 
minim each, are then made into the veins at about one inch and 
a half apart—as many as may be required for each case. A lit- 
tle pledget of absorbent carbolized cotton-wool is placed over 
each puncture as the needle is withdrawn, and well soaked with 

-eollodion; this is allowed to remain until, in the course of time, 

it falls off, when healing will usually be found completed. The 
elastic bandage cutting of the blood supply should not be re- 
moved in less than fifteen minutes after the last injection has been. 
made, and great care should then be taken not to remove it sud- 

 denly. The circulation should only be permitted to return by 
very slow degrees. For at least a week after the operation the 
patient should not assume the erect position or put his foot to 
the ground for any purpose whatever. The pain is very slight; 

_ besides that of the pricks of the needle, a burning sensation is 
felt at the seat of each puncture, lasting for ten minutes or less; 
and even this is not severe. Certainly no anesthetic is required. 
Care should be taken that the subcutaneous injection syringe and 
needle are “surgically clean,’ and to ensure this they should 
have been placed in a 1 in 20 carbolic lotion for about twelve 
hours previously to use. I have done as many as eighteen in- 
_jections in one case; and it seems to me advisable to begin with 
the injection next to the elastic bandage—that is, the one highest 
onthe limb. Getting the point of the needle well into the vein 
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i 


is not quite so easy a matter as might’ at first appear: attempts’ 
to do so at right angles to it frequently fail, and the injection is 
thus made into the surrounding tissue. The best plan is to fix 
the skin over the vessel by means of the left thumb, close below 
the point selected for puncture, and to direct the needle through 
the skin and coats of the vein in the long axis of the latter. I 


should think that, in my cases, somewhere about 10 per cent 


of the punctures caused suppuration, a little abscess about the 


size of a pea forming where this occurred; but this process, as 


the result of the caustic action of carbolic acid, was curiously 
slow and almost absolutely painless. Three of my cases were 
done to remove the cause of varicose ulcers of the leg , which had 
been healed over and over again by rest in bed and different 


means of local treatment, but which had broken out afresh on the 
One of these, I know, | 


patient’s commencing to get about again. 
was permanently cured by the operation, and so were the others, 
‘I believe. It sometimes happens that suppuration takes place 
at the seat of a puncture two or three weeks after the patient 
has been discharged from hospital, and some of the resulting in- 
durations may continue tender on pressure for many months, 

but these trifling drawbacks of the operation are amply compen- 
sated for by the simplicity and safety of its performance, and 


the excellence of the results obtained from it.—W. F. Stevenson, 
an the Lancet. | ® 


| 


Was a subject discussed in extenso at the same meeting. Dr. 
Kuestner, of Jena, emphasized the necessity of stitching every 
perineal laceration, be it ever so small. Descensus of both the 
anterior and posterior vaginal wall takes place, owing to the 
“great succulence at the time of laceration. 
and nervous disturbances may ensue... 


Leucorrhea, pruritus, 
_Retrofixion of the uterus 
still more strongly demands as no would 
otherwise stay in place. 

In considering the methods of operation (triangular and flap 
operations) the reader declared in favor of Freund, because it 
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reproduces natural conditions, and a frenum is formed, and be- 


cause most lacerations are not median, but run upward along the 


rugous column into one or two points. 

For suture material, silver wire or silk-worm gut is preferred; 
catgut does not hold long enough. With Czerny’s silk, drainage 
into the wound may occur, and slight suppuration as a conse- 


quence of the capillary attraction. Silk-worm gut-does not share 


this quality. ae 
Dr. Korn, of Dresden, followed with a paper on the same sub- 


_ ject, reporting on thirty-five cases of complete perineal rupture. 


Thirty-three patients were cured, 7. 5 discharged with complete 
continence. 

‘Tn all cases the freshening was done according to the Simon. 
Hegar method, and the three-sided suture inserted in harmony 
therewith. The reader recommended to commence the freshen-. 


ing as high up in the vagina as possible, so as to obtain a thick- 
ening of the recto-vaginal septum from the topmost vaginal 


sutures down. Silk was the suture material in nearly all cases; 


only of late had the running catgut suture found employment, 


good results having been obtained with it in recent lacerations 
(more than ninety per cent by first intention in a series of be- 


tween 300 and 400 cases). The speaker, however, does not sew 


in the way recommended by Schroeder, which is very difficult; be- 
sides, h# anticipates a@ more exact coaptation by retaining the 
three-sidled suture. He, therefore, stitches ‘with two threads, 
commencing the first suture in the vagina, where it extends to 

immediately above the end of the rectal laceration. Then’ the 
latter is united with a second thread which is knotted on the 
rectal mucosa. The vagina having been stitched down to the 
introitus (any desired number of turns being dropped), the per- 


ineum should be stitched only superficially. Deep perineal 


sutures should be avoided. The reader sees a certain advantage 
in his method, in so far as he is not forced to.work with ex- 
cessively long threads. Mention was made of a special case, in 
which the reader closed a complete perineal laceration of seven 
years’ standing, according to this method, after a recent labor. 
None of the thirty-five cases was operated upon before the 
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FIssur&s or THE Toncuz. 


—— 


"lapse of two months, one patient having borne the laceration for 
twenty-three years. 


As regards the after-treatment, in none of the cases was the 


sphincter ani divided, nor was a tube inserted into the rectum. 


—American Digest. 


FISSURES OF THE TONGUE. 


IN some persons, especially where gastric disturbances are 


present, the tonzue suddenly becomes fissured all over, without, 
cto becoming coated, changing its color, or losing its moist- 
ure. Professor Schwimmer had the opportunity to experiment 


on some cases of this kind at his clinic. He tried chrowic acid, 
which has been recommended by Vidal, and iodoform, which Dr. 
Unna, of Hamburg, has greatly praised, but in none of his cases 
did the tongues show any improvement. If anything they be- 


came worse, especially under iodoform. As the patients were 


greatly annoyed by this morbid state of their tongues, the author. 
tried a series of remedies in the hope of bringing about some al- 


teration, but utterly in vain. Even Kaposi’s treatment with 


nitrate of silver was useless. Some improvement was noticed 


after the application.of soda solutions. Lactic acid, first em_ 


ployed by Schiff, gave the patients decided relief, and in one 
case almost established a cure. Finally Schwimr ur used — 
papayotin, and the result was surprising. In every ‘vase an 


amelioration was at once noticed, and within a few weeks a per- 
fect cure was obtained. He applied the papayotin as follows :— 
~&R.. Papayotin, 1 to 2 parts. 
Aq. destill., 
Glycerin, 4410 parts. 
This solution is applied with a camel’s-hair brush, from two to 
six times every day, after the parts have been previously well 
dried. ‘The effect is not a macerating one, as one would think 
from the action of the drug on digestion, but it acts by stopping 
the pain in the parts deprived of their epithelium, and causes 


a renewal of the latter. In twenty-five cases, many of which. 


were of many years’ duration, a complete and permanent cure 
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was established in all, with the exception of one, where a syphi- - : 
litic dyscrasia existed, but where specific treatment brought about 
no result either. But even in this case a great amelioration was 


obtained.— Wienér Medizinische Wochenschrift. 


BACILLUS MALARIA FOUND LAST. 


me, At the conversational meeting of the Pathological Society 
of Philadelphia, November 3, Dr. Osler communicated the re- 
sult of a study of the blood in over fifty cases of ague, and he, 
too, finds the bodies described by Laveran to be constant features. . 


At the Washington meeting of the Association of American 


Physicians, : if we remember rightly, Dr. Osler expressed himself 
rather doubtfully as to the nature of the bodies he had seen, but 
further study has evidently convinced him of their parasitic 
character. He described the bodies as occurring both inside the 
red corpuscles and free in the plasma. The intra-cellular form 
appears as either a hyaline or a darkly pigmented body, filling 
-one- third or one-half of the corpuscle, and undergoes slow amoe- 
boid changes. The hemoglabin of the corpusele 1 is gradually de- — 
stroyed by the organism, and the stroma becomes péle and finally 


colorless. There seems to be no doubt whatever about the ame- 


boid character of these movements, which’ are readily followed 
by a high-power objective. The forms occurring outside the 
corpuscle are still more remarkable. These are: (1) small, circu- 


lar, pigmented bodies; (2) curious, crescent-shaped organisms; 


and (3) an extraordinary flagellate body resembling an infusoria. 

The pigmented crescents have been noted by all observers, and 
are much more readily seen than the ameboid bodies. They do 
not occur so frequently, and apparently only in the latter stages 
of the disease. The flagellate form, also pigmented, is still less 
common, and was seen by the lecturer in only six cases. The 


movement of the flagella is very active, so that it brushes away 


the red corpuscles in its vicinity. The confirmation given by 
Dr. Osler, to the observations made by Laveran, Marchiafava, 


- Celli, Golgi, Sternberg, and Councilman, seems to settle the fact 
that we have found at last a micro-organism peculiar to malaria. 
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This organism belongs probably to the flagellate infusoria. It is 
observed not only in the febrile paroxysm but in the intervals, 
and its presence is likeiy to be helpful in diagnosis, if we cannot — 


yet say that it is the cause of the oe eee Medical 
Times. 


THE OF PNEUMONIA. 


THE widely- accepted view that acute lobar pneumonia is an in- 


fectious. disease has stimulated some physicians to try to treat 
it antiséptically. Professor Lepine, of Lyons, France, seems to 
have carried out this method most extensively, and he has recently 
reported his experience (Gazette des Hopitaua, No. 115, 1886). 
For a year he has treated his cases of pneumonia by pulmonary 
injections of an antiseptic liquid. He states that he has not lost 
a case, that in many instances the attack seemed shortened and the 
severity of the disease lessened. ) 
‘His method is as follows: He takes a long hypodermic needle and 
plunges it between the ribs over the center of the hepatized lung, 
and carries it for about an inch into the diseased tissue. He 
then attaches a syringe and injects about twenty cubic centime- 
ters (Z v) of his disinfectant solution. He then withdraws the 
needle a little and thrusts it into a neighboring part and makes 
another injection. This process he repeats three or four times» 
until the hepatized lung has been saturated with two or at most 
three ounces of the antiseptic fluid. The operation causes a little 
cough, and sometimes a temporary bloody expectoration. The 
only marked inconvenience is the pain caused by the puncture. 
The solutions used have been the benzoate of sodium, which 
Lepine now discards; the iodide of potassium in concentrated 
solution, and bichloride of mercury in solution not stronger than 
1 to 40,000. : 
‘Professor Lepine claims to have established: an fact 
in this connection, viz., that a mixture of antiseptic solutions is 
stronger than any of the agentssing!ly. Thus, a mixture’is made 
of bichloride of mercury, 1 to 100,000; salicylic acid, 1 to 1,000; 
carbolic acid, 1 to 1,000; benzoic acid, 1 to 500; chloride of lime, 
1 to 5,000; bromine, 1 to 10,000; hydrobromate of quinine, 1 to 
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2,000; chloroform, 1 to 2,000. This, when mixed with equal — 
parts of bouillon containing bacillus subtilis arrésts the growth of. 
that organism, while no one of the constituents used alone will do 
it. Lepine finds that this solution injected into the lungs of 
dogs does not cause any irritation, and he proposes, therefore, to 


use it on man. Medical Times. 


LACTIC ACID IN CANCER OF THE UTERUS. 


Lactic acid has been twos to. possess some very remarkable 


properties. It has no corrosive action upon healthy mucous 
membrane, but attacks and destroys unhealthy and sloughing 


tissues. ‘The diseased tissues turn a dark, dirty brown under its 
application, and quickly slough off, leaving a healthy appearing 


surface which tends to granulate and heal. It is a valuable 
remedy when the pain is severe and the discharge very offensive 


and flooding frequent. These symptoms are greatly relieved by 


the application of the acid twice a week. 


It was my privilege to attend the practice at the Hospital for 


~ Women in Soho Square, London, during the latter part of 1885, 


and there had an opportunity of testing this palliative remedy. 
It does not produce pain when applied, and when used freely 
twice a week relief is almost immediately experienced. The 
manner of application is as follows: An ordinary Furgeson 


speculum is introduced, the cervix cleansed; then a mop made of - 


absorbent cotton and saturated with the acid is freely applied to 


. the sloughing mass; water is then thrown in, and the acid again | 


applied, after which a tampon of cotton is placed, and the patient 


allowed to go. The treatment should be practiced once or twice 


a week, according to the gravity of the case. 
Disappointment in the use of lactic acid is frequently ex- 
perienced on account of the poor quality of the drug. Hence 


the necessity of procuring the article of a reliable chemist.— 


A. B. Carpenter, M. D., in Cleveland Medical Gazette. 
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Schussler’s Tissue Remedies. =, Schussler, of Olden. 


burg, Germany, more than twenty years ago evolved the idea that 


all diseases might be cured by the administration of minute doses” 


of the inorganic tissue cell salts, the natural constituents of the 


human body. As introductory to his little work on the subject, 


he quotes from Moleschott’ s “ Vital Circulation ” the following 
words: — 


“The structure and vitality. of the organs depend upon the 


presence of the necessary quantities of the inorganic constituents. 
“Qn this fact is based the great estimation in which of late 
years the subject of the relative proportions of the inorgartic sub-. 


stances to the individual parts of the body has been held. 
“This estimation neither proudly despises any fact, nor fosters 
on the other hand futile hopes, but promises both to agriculture 
and medicine a brilliant future. 

“Tn the face of such positive facts it can no longer be denied 
that the substances which remain after incineration or combustion 
of the tissues—the ashes—are important and essential to the 
inner composition, and consequently to the form-giving and kind- 
determining basis of the tissues, as those substances which are 
vitalized during combustion. 

“A glue furnishing base and bone earth are essential con- 
stituents of the bone. Without either there can be no true bone; 


so also there can be no cartilage without cartilage salt; nor b:ood _ 


without iron; nor saliva without potassium chloride. Of earth 
and air man is made. The activity of the vegetable kingdom 


called him into life; and in death he returns to air and ashes 


that plant life may in new forms develop new powers.” 


These words, Schussler declares, led ‘him to investigate the 
physiologico-chemical effects of the human organism, and from 
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that investigation resulted what he has termed the Bio-chemic 
System of Therapeutics. 

The body is an aggregation of alls: Kach of these consists of 
organic and inorganic materials in a physiologico-chemica] com- 
bination. The organic materials reduced to the last steps for en- 
trance into the circulation consist of sugar, fat, and albuminous 
substances. From these the bulk of the protoplasm is formed, 
but the inorganic constituents predominating, detertnine the kind 
of cell. Thus, nerve and brain cells contain relative quantities - 
of magnesium phosphate, potassium phosphate, sodium phos- 
phate and iron. Muscles contain the same salts in combination 
with potassium chloride. The specific inorganic element of con- 
nective tissue is silica, and of the elastic cells, calcium flouride; 
of the bones, magnesium phosphate, potassium phosphate, and 
calcium flouride. In the bone cells calcium phosphate predomi- 
nates ; in mucous ' cells. and cartilage, chloride of sodium, etc. 

The tissue salts collectively consist of twelve agents, viz., ferric 
phosphate, magnesium phosphate, potassium phosphate, calcium 
phosphate, sodium’ chloride, potassium chloride, calcium flouride, 
silica, sodium phosphate, sodium sulphate, potassium sulphate, 
and calcium sulphate. To employ these agents as remedies, 
Schussler asserts that they must be triturated and carried up to 
the sixth centesimal trituration that the molecules may be readily 
absorbed. He believes that the process of trituration converts 
so common an agent as chlor ide of sodium, which is taken every 
day as a condiment, into an active remedy by rendering its mol- 
ecules capable of being so much more readily appropriated. 
Whether or not this explanation be . satisfactory, experience 
demonstrates that very good results will often follow the admin- 
istration of these salts, even in the third decimal trituration. 
The salts are supposed to have an affinity when introduced 
into the mouth for the tissues in which they predominate, and if 
these are diseased they gravitate thither and impart a reconstruct- 
ive influence. 

There is no doubt in the mind of the writer that this plan of 
medication contains much of paramount value, and should be — 
thoroughly investigated by every eclectic practitioner. The ex- 
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: 


cellence of the magnesium phosphate in spasmodic affections; of 


ferric phosphate in febrile conditions; of potassium phosphate in 


organic lesions of the central nervous system; of potassium 
chloride in ulcerating surfaces in the true skin; of silica in sup- 
purative affections, resulting from inflammation of the periosteum, 
is unquestionable. A part of the theory proving practically 
valuable, we feel impelled to investigate still further. 

But there is one objection to the propositions. of this author, 
and it is one which has spoiled almost every doctrine which. has 
ever been promulgated, too much is claimed for it. Schussler 
proposes to do away with other plans of medication and other 


remedies. He asserts that all curable diseases can be managed of 


with these twelve remedies. The tissue salt furnishing the de- 


termining element in cell formation, and pabulum being fur 
nished by the food, the specific salt aids in the reconstruction of 


the diseased part, and health follows. 

But while the theory is fine, it contains some weak points 
which deserve notice. It is not sufficient that the materials for 
the structure shall be supplied simply, but there must also exist 
a dynamical influence which shall bring about the proper molecu- 
Jar disturbance for the building of new cells—a vital force. This 


may be inherent in the tissues or it may need to be supplied in a 


measure by extraneous agents or influences. We know that 
many substances. not enumerated among the tissue remedies 
promptly influence the restoration of diseased parts, anid this 
probably without supplying any material which enters ihto their 


formation. In such cases the material evidently was not lacking, 


but the functional activity essential to its appropriation. 
Scurvy is a disease that might be instanced where the Bio- 


chemic theory would find a’ stumbling-block. Here there is de- 


structive tissue change fullowing protracted restriction from fresh 
vegetable diet, and though all the materials of cell structure be 
furnishecl the patient,—the salts, the sugar, the fut and the proteids, 
—yetthe fresh vegetables being lacking, the structures suffer more 
or less breaking down, and there is no relief until these are sup- 
plied the dietary, when recovery begins at once. It would seem 
then that in dealing with cell formation, while it is essential to 
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supply the material for cell growth, other means may be required to 
.provide for the molecular changes necessary. But while we can- 
not accept all that Schussler claims for his system, we can remain 
open to conviction and test his propositions one by one. Thus © 
we can prove or disprove, and to those facts which bear the ordeal © 
of clinical experience we can, by virtue of our profession as eclec- 
tic physicians, give due consideration. 


‘Peentinent. of Strangulated | Femoral ‘Hernia by 
4 Laparotomy.—Dr. Wyman, of Detroit, Michigan, reports a _ 
case of strangulated hernia, in the Medical Register, in which _ 
the diagnosis was somewhat perplexing, for the reason that each 
groin contained a small tumor, which had been there for thirty 
years, and both had been irreducible. There was unmistakable 
intestinal obstruction; yet there was no tenderness in either 
tumor, and as both femoral and saphenous veins were varicosed, 
it obscured the diagnosis and rendered the pre plan of aul 
ure for relief doubtful. 
Taxis and other manipulation failing to relieve, the doctor cut 
, through the abdominal wall of the abdomen about midway be- 
tween the umbilicus and the symphysis pubis, making the opening 
about an inch and a half in length. Through this opening he 
was able to examine the femoral opening within the abdomen on 
either side. The right side was found free from any attachment of 
abdominal viscus, either intestinal or omental, and the operator 
concluded that the tumor on that side was either an enlarged 
gland, or a mass of omentum, some time strangulated and sepa- 
rated from the abdominal contents. On the left side the femoral 
ring was found plugged by a small knuckle of bowel. 
Slight traction failing to relieve the incarceration, a small, 
-  blunt-pointed tenetome was carried down along the finger into 
the opening, and its cutting edge turned against the constricting 
fibers 6f Gimbernat’s ligament. Slight nicking of this structure 
released the bowel, which was drawn out of the abdomen 
through the ventral opening, and found to be of a dark brown- 
ish-blue color. It emitted no septic odor, but showed a deep 
constriction, as if it had been.tied with a piece of wool twine. 
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Ié was bathed with warm water, the circulation soon estab- 


lished, and then dropped into the abdominal cavity; the floor of 
the pelvis was carefully sponged with a fine antiseptic sponge— 
though no oozing had occurred from the nicked surface—and 
four interrupted sutures passed through integument muscles and 
peritoneum to close the opening. The wound was dressed with 
paper rendered aseptic by saturating it with castor oil containing 
corrosive sublimate 1 to 1,000 and. chloride of sodium 20 to 
1,000. 


_ The patient made a rapid recovery, being convalescent on the 
eighth day. 


Meeting of the National Eclectic 


-Medical Association.—We are in receipt of the announce- 


ment of this meeting, which will occur in Waukesha, Wisconsin, 
at the Fountain House, on the 15th, 16th, and 17th days of June 


next, beginning at 10 0’clock on Wednesday morning. As usual, — 
arrangements have been made for the entertainment of the dele-— 


gates at reduced rates, and though reduced railroad rates are not 
‘mentioned, these will probably be extended to those living east of 
_ the Rocky Mountains. Those on this side liable to go are sO few 
_ that probably full rates will be demanded. | | 

We notice the names of three well-known California eclectics in 
the appointments, viz., Prof. M. H. Logan and W. C. Harding, on 
the report of the status of eclectic medicine in their State, and 
Professor Gere on the standing committee “on correspondence in 


regard to ‘eligible locations.’’ Probably that is as much notice as 


we deserve, considering that no, California eclectic has attended 
the National since Dr. Bundy was at Detroit in 1580, if we misr 
take not. 
~ No doubt an snduvable time will be afforded to all who go. 
We hope California will be represented in person, but have little ° 


faith that such will be the case. However, let those who have 


been appointed to report from the State, not forget or neglect 
it, that we may be properly represented in the transactions. — 
The address of the President is L. E. Russell, M. D., Spring- 


field, Ohio. Of the Secretary, Alexander Wilder, M. D., 565 


Orange Street, Newark, New Jersey. 
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“ Hard to Beat.”—We found a recently imported Oakland — 
physician’s card on the lecture room desk a few days ago, left . 


there probably by some waggish student. Across its upper mar- 
gin was written with pencil the above legend, and after inspection - 


we agreed with the writer that it was really a “curio.” We 


produce it here minus the name and address:— 


-M. D. | 
[{Harv. Univ., Class 1871.] 


R eatetoiea by the Nova Scotia Medical Board May, 1871; ‘ately of the ( ity of Fredericton, 
New Brunswick; late Member of the City Board of Health, and Coroner for York; 

Licentiate of the Council of Physicians and Surgeons; Member, and formerly 

Ist Vice-President of the N. B. Medical Society; Member of the Canada 
Medical Association; First-Class. Licentiate of the Board of © 
Education for New Brunswick; Member of the British Asso- 
ciation, and also of the American Association for the Advance- 
— of Sczence, etc., etc. 


Like the fond father when viewing his newly arrived triplets 
for the first time, we feel like asking, “ Did anything. get away!” 
Possibly the gentleman may have held some other place of trust 
not mentioned here, which it would have been important to refer 


to. He may have been licensed to teach a district school in his — 


younger days, or have been elected constable, or at leasta deputy; 


or he might at some time have kept a dog-pound, or been a deacon 


in some church. If so these matters are all important and should 


not have been omitted while there was room on the card. How- 


ever, as we are not “ regular,” and we suppose the proper selection 


of these matters is delegated exclusively to the Lord’s anointed, 


we will not make any suggestions. But what aching voids 


there must be in N ova Scotia and Canada. 


-Correction.—The notice of the time of meeting of the State 
Board of Examiners, which appeared in the editorial last month, 
was incorrect. The proper time is stated in the note at the head 
of Original Communications, where it will be found every month. 
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NOTES. 


Iv affords me great pleasure to inform you that I have used 
Tongaline for rheumatic gout and neuralgic headache, and it has 
afforded a speedy relief in several instances. 

Germantown, Lil. C. J. Gissey, M. D. 


_ Two numan skeletons have been found imbedded in solid rock 

in Arizona. Both were in a sitting posture, and are supposed to 
have been females. It is thought they belonged to some prehis- 
toric race and sat down by the bed ‘of a lake to talk over the 
fashions and did not notice the flight of time. 


A STRONGLY built child, eight months old, suffered from whoop- 


ing-cough, and after one of the paroxysms, developed a protrusion 
This 


in the mammary line, between the sixth and seventh ribs. 
was found to be an actual hernia of the lung. The case was 
reported by Dr. Adler to the Berlin Medical Society. 


THE item appropriating $50,000 for the International Medical 


Congress was placed in the Sunday Civil Appropriation Bill, 
and was, therefore, we presume passed. If so, this sum will be 
a great help in promoting the success of the Congress. Several 


steamship Jines have reduced to $80, $90, and $100 for the 


round trip across the Atlantic.— Medical Record. i 


A German i inquirer has, it is stated, taken four heads of hair, 
of equal weight, and proceeded to count the individual hairs. 
One (red) was found to contain 90,000 hairs; another (black), 
108,000; a third (brown), had 109,000; and the fourth (blonde), 


140, 000. In our opinion, red hair flourishes better in our r neck 


of the woods than the blonde. 


Dr. G. W. Hamer speaks (Columbus Medical 
Journal) in high terms of Convallaria multiflora in the treat- 
He recommends one or two ounces of 


ment of hemorrhoids. 
the root boiled in a pint of sweet milk to be taken in twelve 
hours, in about two ounce doses. He reports several cases in 
which the results were very satisfactory.— Georgia Eclectic Med- 
ical Journal. 


° 


Dr. Frank H. ‘THomas writes from Dresden, Germany, as 
follows to the editor of the California Homeopath, respecting a 
new remedy for the removal of tape-worm:— 

wish to callyour attention to Panna- Aspidium Athamanticum, 


the most marvelous tape-worm remedy I ever met with. It is 
taken in three doses of two grams each (dose six grams), all 
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in half an hour, fasting, each powder of two grams taken in 

a big glass of milk. -It causes no -nausea, and no griping, and 


‘has no taste. I have recently used it in two cases that had 


withstood. various treatment, in both of which it was merce! 
effectual.” 


Tue Maine method of dantiag with doctors who are out when 
a patient calls, is described by the Lewiston Journal as follows: 
oA physician 3 in Monson went out of town when a certain per- 
son’s child was sick. The child died; the father thereupon blew 
up the doctor’s office with dynamite, saying that he did it for re- 
venge—claiming that if the doctor had stayed at home and at- 
tended to his business, his child would have lived. ‘The doctor 


is sufficiently “blown up,” for his sins, but to have his office 


blown up is carrying things beyond physiological limits. The 
Maine dynamiter was sent to prison for twenty years.” — Medical. 
Record. 


Asar@Tipa In AgALactia.— During the past Mrs. M.’s 


milk had been gradually diminishing in quantity, until, when she 
called, her mammez ‘were quite flaccid. Various stimulants and 


foods had been taken unavailingly, so she now asked for 


advice as to the best. baby food upon which to raise her 
infant. The child was four months old, and at this time was 
sleepless and ailing, probably from insufficient nourishment. Be- 


. fore adopting an artificial food, she was advised to try Asafet- 


ida 3*., with a view to restoring the normal secretion. Twenty- 
four hours after beginning the medicine she was able to suckle her. 


baby, and three days later she asked permission to take her med- 
icine less frequently, as she had “‘ too much ” milk. —Medical In- 
stitute. | 


TopororM AND Siver.—A curious effect of iodoform upon sil- 
ver is reported by Dr. Poncet, who had his attention ‘directed to 


it by a patient, to whoin he fad been applying iodoform dress- 
ings telliny him that all soups and other diet for which she used 
a silver spoon had a very disagreeable taste, and the spoon itself 


had a garlicky odor. Upon in vestigating the subject Dr. Poncet 
found that silver that has been in contact with iodoform, or 
which is even touched by the fingers after they have been in con- 
tact with iodoform, acquires a nauseous odor, resembling that, of 
garlic, which becomes more perceptible upon rubbing the silver. 


A drop of saliva from a patient fully under the influence of io- 
doform is said to be sufficient to impart this odor to silver, or the 
mere exposure of iodoform and silver in the neighborhood of one 


another. The odor is not that of iodoform, but j is thought to be 


due toa decomposition product.—Medical Press and Cireular, 
January 19, 1887. 
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Horsrorp’ acts as a tonic for the stomach 

and nervous system. Its specific use is to relieve irritation of 
the bladder, prostate, testes and urethra, and to improve the nu- © 
trition of the nervous system. Its use is also indicated in all 
pains and inflammations. Wherever the nervous system is ne- 
cessitated to spend its force and energy, the tr‘ue remedy is acid 
phosphate. The greater the wear and tear, the more necessary 
is it to supply nerve food. It is a remedy ‘of the highest value 
in dyspepsia, sick headache, mental and physical exhaustion, 

nervousness, diminished vitality, neuralgia and debility in nurs- 
ing women. Physicians have used it with unqualified satisfac- 
tion. The utmost reliance can be placed upon it, for it is with- 
out an equal i in the treatment of all nervous diseases, 


RB. ‘inet. part. 
Spts. Turpentine, 2 
Spts. Camphor, 3 
Decolorized Iodine, 3 ‘ 


The above was recently used by a personal friend of mine (by 
accident, or otherwise), on his troublesome complaint. He «le- 
clared it caused him “to hold his breath,” and wish he could 
- hang the medicated part out of the window where the tempera- 
ture was below zero, and the wind blowing a gale. One applica- 
tion cured. Our profession is verily a progressive one; some 
truths are discovered by experience, and some by pure accident. 
—C., in Chicago Medical Times. 


Ruvus Aromatica, says Dr. J. T. McC! lanahan, i is the remedy 
for all forms of fluxes of mucous membranes accompanied by 
relaxation. Hematuria, hemorrhage of the lungs, uterus, etc., 
are all well treated by it. It will relieve nine cases out of ten of 
diabetes insipidus, and Professor Goss says it is one of our best 
remedies for diabetes mill tus. We find it the best medicament 
we can use for nocturnal incontinence of urine in children and 
the prostatitis and cystitis of old men. It is of prime importance > 
to have a pure and well-made article of the fluid extract or concen- 
trated tincture. Either of the great firms whose advertisements — 
are found in this journal may be trusted for a reliable article. 
Durham says he finds it a most valuable remedy in uterine leu- 
corrhea, and in the second stage of gonorrhea; stick a pin here, 
Goss says it is to be trusted in 1 chronic bronchitis attended with : 
profuse expectoration. We have found it valuable in the summer 
diarrheas of children after the active stage has passed off. In 
the second stage of cholera infantum, this medicament is of 
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decided value to check the diarrhea and tone the mucous mem- 
brane. Goss says it acts on the kidneys asa soother, and re- 
sembles somewhat in its action on the organs that of buchu. It 
is a valuable medicament to cure the backache of women; proba- 
bly it is a uterine tonic.—Georgia Eclectic Medveat Journal. 


—_ 
~ 


-CALOMEL SUBCUTANEOUSLY IN THE TREATMENT OF SyPHILIS.— 
Kopp & Choten (Viertelj f. D. u. S., 1886, 4, II.) at Neisser’s 
| ae clinic in Breslau made trial of Lorenzio’s method of calomel 

9 - Injections in the treatment of syphilis. The cases numbered 263, 
and the authors were well satisfied with the result of the treat- 
ment. The whole number of injections given to these patients 

--- -was 1,523, and only seventy-two abscesses were observed. After 
pee - gome experiments, the authors came to the conclusion that the 
best fluid for injection was yielded by the wing formula :— 


‘Hydrargyri chlorid. mite (vapore ) Div. 
Sodii chloridi, Ri. 
Aque distillat., fl. 31. 


M. Sig. —Injection. 


Four injections in two sittings at intervals of | one or two weeks 
sufficed to disperse the syphilitic products. Owing to the inimi- 
cal quantity of table salt in the mixture, some sublimate is 
formed, which prevents the development of micro-organisms, 
while the transformation of the calomel into sublimate is favored. 
The instruments employed must be carefully cleansed, and the 
injection given into the subcutaneous tissues three centimeters 
behind the trochanter, after lifting up a fold of skin. The ad- 
vantages of this method are evident: sure effect, small number 
of injections required, and cheapness of the drug. But its dis- 
advantages cannot be denied, namely, the formation of abscesses, 
‘pain, uncertainty of dosage (because the fluid does not remain 
uniform even on shaking, and a portion always adheres to the 
instrument), and relapses as with every other method,—Jowr. 
Cut. and Gen. Urin. Diseases, 


| Borax. As A RemEepy For Epitepsy.—In a recent number of 
il a the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Charles F. Folsom, 
if - M. D., of Boston, publishes some of the details of two cases of 
long-standi g epilepsy treated by the internal use of borax. — 
The only annoyance that arose in the course of the treatment, 
which consisted of the administration of from ten to fifteen 
grains (or more) three times a day, was a dry, scaly eruption, 
which gave rise to a great deal of itching, but this disappeared 
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after several weeks’ treatment of arsenic arenes and oxide of 
-ginc in cosmoline externally. 

Nausea follows its introduction into the stomach when dis- 
solved in‘ cold water, but this ditheulty may be obviated by giv- 
ing aromatic tinctures in conjunction with it. The first few 
doses may cause diarrhea, but this soon disappears. _ 

He has seen a number of cases of marked improvement where 
the bromides have failed to do much good; also, excellent results 


from alternating the two drugs. The borax is best taken an 
hour and a half after each meal. 2 


Me You just take a bottle of my redline" said a quack doctor 


to a consumptive, “and you'll never cough again.” ‘Is it as 
fatal as that?” the | 


‘BOOK NOTICE. 


SYMPTOMATIC INDICATIONS; verified by the author. Giving the 
symptoms indicating certain remedies in diseased conditions, together 


with a concise description of afew of the most common affections and 


their treatment. By J. C. Kilgour, M. D. For sale by the author 


at New Richmond, Ohio. Price JE 00. | 
This is a little work of pocket size containing 139. pages of 


reading matter devoted to pen pictures of conditions calling for 


special single remedies. The plan is something like that of Pro- 
fessor Scudder in his “ Specific Medication.” The work is the 
result of personal experience and observation, and will repay 
perusal as well as serve as a guide in many difficult problems. 
We object to pen pictures of diseased conditions as guides for 
the determining the uses of an agent for several reasons. One of 
these is, there is nothing ° in the scheme that is reliable, and it 
would be likely to result, if carried out, in an endless and unre- 


liable set of details that would have little meaning except to the 
originator of the pictures. We cannot all see alike and must 


have something more constant and tangible than a general de- 


scription of the appearance of a case for the selection of a drug 


—something more scientific. The following description of the 


symptomatic indications for euphorbia corollata is an illustration 
of the author’s method :— 


‘This is a reliable remedy for some forms of intestinal irrita- 


Book Notice. 183. 
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tion and inflammation with ; increasing temperature. Cases of pain 
in the bowels with great tenderness especially in the region of | 
Peyer’s glands accompanied by frequent discharges of slimy, 
bloody, or dark, thin stools, with cracked red tongue and cracked 
vermilion-colored lips with deposit of black coating on base of 
tongue; sometimes this coating is yellow in the early stages and 


turns black as the malady advances; the edges of the tongue 
look red before the coating turns black. The organ is generally 


moist even while the temperature is high. It is a reliable rem- 
edy in summer diarrhea of children and an efficient remedy in 
all cases presenting the indications heretofore accredited by most 


writers to ipecac, etc.’’ 


The description which indicates the pen of the drug, its 


- tissue affinity, and the character of its action is of real value, but — | 


the elaborate description of the condition of the tongue and the 
changes it undergoes is misleading, for the tyro would be likely 
to wait for this and thus neglect the agent when ‘it might prove 
of the highest value, the tongue presenting altogether another 


appearance. We believe in studying the tissue affinites of drugs 
and reducing therapeutics to science instead of painting empirical 
pen pictures and calling them “Symptomatic Indications.” 


‘Twenty-four remedies are described in this work, Send for 
it. | 


WE are in receipt of a number of books which will be reviewed 


: in the May number of the JOURNAL, 
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